COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of April 5, 2004

Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog

SENIORS:

· ACCEPTED?  By now many of you have received responses from the colleges to which you’ve applied.  If you have NOT heard from a college by the second week of April, contact the admissions office immediately.  Find out if your application is complete.  Did they mail your acceptance to the wrong zip code or address (this just happened to one of our seniors!)?  Stay involved, make the call – colleges are happy to hear from you.  Don’t forget to post your decisions on the Beacon College Database and tell the College Office.  We are here to share both your joy and your disappointments.  

· MAY 1 COMMON REPLY DATE:  You’ve been accepted, BUT it isn’t over yet.  Now YOU need to decide whether or not to accept the offer.  DON’T MISS THE DEADLINE.  In order to accept, you must send in your deposit by the reply date.  If you’re waiting for decisions or have not yet heard about financial aid by deadline time, give your other colleges a call and ask them to extend the May 1 deadline.  If you don’t, you may be required to pay a late fee, or you may LOSE your acceptance or opportunity for housing.  

· SENIORITIS – DON’T BLOW IT!  Remember, colleges can REVOKE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISION if you change your academic course load significantly or if your grades take a dive after you have been admitted.  Don’t give them a reason to get in touch with you over the summer to tell you they have changed their minds – THIS DOES HAPPEN!  Think you want to drop math or science - FORGET ABOUT IT!

· DECLINING ACCEPTANCE:  You’ve chosen your college and sent off the deposit.  Take a moment to write a short note to the other colleges who accepted you.  It’s quick and easy and you can use the same form letter for each college:  “Thank you so much for offering me acceptance to [name of school you are rejecting]’s Class of 2008.  After carefully reviewing my options, I have decided to accept enrollment at another college.  I appreciate very much the time and consideration you gave to my application.  Sincerely, [typed name, social security number and signature].”
· SAY THANK YOU to your teachers and advisors who wrote your recommendations.  They helped and had a role in your success.
· DON’T LOOK BACK!  You made your decision and just dropped your deposit into the mailbox.  Suddenly panic sets in – OH NO, I made a mistake!  STOP!!!  A recent study by the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) found that “about 87 percent of college students rate their overall experience as ‘good’ to ‘excellent,’ and 80 percent would probably go to the same institution if they had it to do over.”  So relax, calm down, you made the right decision.  The process is over; the future is waiting.  Now hit the books, keep up the grades and you’re all set for college in September.  Don’t forget to update the college database with the college your are attending or your final transcript will not be sent (at that causes problems when you try to register for classes).
OPTIONS Financial Aid Workshop

Understanding Financial Aid Packages – A financial aid package is the financial aid offer a college makes to you.  After you are accepted, you will receive a financial aid award letter that outlines the financial resources the college is offering to you.  These letters are often confusing.  This workshop will help you:  (i) decide which financial aid offer is the best for you; (ii) calculate how much you will need to pay at each college; (iii) find scholarships and learn where to apply for college loans; and (iv) negotiate a better offer.  Choose a date:  Wednesday, April 14, 6:00pm-8:00pm (light supper will be served) OR Saturday, April 17, 11:00am-1:00pm (light breakfast will be served).  You must make a reservation:  (212) 873-6600, x223.  Workshop location is OPTIONS, Goddard Riverside Community Center, 593 Columbus Avenue (between 88th and 89th).

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

· Chela Education Financing’s Gateway to Success Scholarship:  10 college-bound students will receive $5,000.  Application includes a 300-word essay on “How I am Financing my College Education,” which should focus on how responsible borrowing and money management can help you pay for college and meet your life goals.  Deadline:  April 12,2004.  To find out more and to submit an application, go to www.loans4students.org.  You must have a cumulative 2.0 GPA.  

· Conference on Urban Health Essay Contest – 2004:  For students living in East, West or Central Harlem or the Downtown Bronx, this award offers a one-time monetary gift of $2,000 for college bound seniors to aid in college related expenses.  Candidates must be NYC Public High School students graduating in 2004.  You must write a 1,000 word essay with the title:  “Why going to college is important to me and my community.”  Essays will be judged on content and composition.  Submissions by mail, fax or email must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2004.  All essays must be typed and double spaced.  Email:  beygreca@nychhc.org; fax:  718-579-5282; mail to Generations+/Northern Manhattan Health Network, 234 E. 149th St, Room 2C0, Bronx, NY 10452.

· Regents Professional Opportunity Scholarship:  Applicants must be beginning or already enrolled in an approved degree-bearing program f study in New York State that leads to licensure in a particular profession (for example, architecture, law, accounting, dental hygiene, social work, etc.).  Awards range up to $5,000 per year for payment of college expenses.  Application deadline:  May 3, 2004.  For more information go to https:hesc.org or call 888-697-4372 or stop by the college office. 

· The Best Buy Scholarship sponsored by the Best Buy Children’s Foundation and is administered by Scholarship America is offering scholarship money to those students who have shown outstanding community service and good grades.  For more information go to www.BestBuy.com. 

· The Columbus Citizens Foundation is offering a variety of scholarships to more than 100 students who show pride in their Italian-American Heritage, are in financial need (income not to exceed $25,000), show academic excellence (80+ average) and have participated in community service.  The four-year scholarship will be contingent upon the student’s continued academic achievement and enrollment.  For further information, go to www.columbuscitizensfd.org. 

· The Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) is offering several different scholarships ranging from $1000 to $3000 for those students of Hispanic heritage who are enrolled in a full-time U.S. accredited college program.  For further information go to www.hsf.net. 

